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Preparation

H Installing the Memory Battery
The supplied CR1216 type lithium battery is used to store
the memory of the date and time settings.

1 Make sure that the Power Lithium battery cover
switch is set to "#]" (off). »

2 Open the LCD monitor to
a 90° angle to the
camcorder body.

3 Pullout the lithium battery
cover in the direction of
the arrow.

4 Insert the smaller lithium @_ CR1216 type
battery into the compart- lithium battery
ment with the + side of the T
battery facing out.

5 Close the lithium battery cover firmly until it
clicks into place.

B Removing the Memory Battery
Lift out the battery by using a pointed object such as the tip
of a ballpoint pen.

4 Push the battery pack in

Attaching and Removing the Battery Pack

H Attaching

Make sure that the Power switch is set to "t]"
(off).

Open the LCD monitor to a 90° angle to the
camcorder body.

Slide the battery pack in the direction of the
arrow with the "/A\" mark facing out.

the direction of the arrow
until it clicks.

II .
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Preparation (continued)

B Removing
1 Make sure that the Power switch is set to "#]"

2 Slide the battery release in

3 Take the battery pack out.

Notes:

(off), then open the LCD monitor to a 90° angle
to the camcorder body.

n
the direction of the arrow. |,

Battery
release

BEFORE REMOVING THE BATTERY PACK, ALWAYS STOP
RECORDING OR PLAYBACK AND TURN THE POWER OFF.
Removing the battery pack while shooting or during playback
may damage the tape by causing it to wrap around the video
head drum or destroy the card, rendering it unreadable and
unwritable.

Remove the battery pack from the camcorder if you will not use
the camcorder for a long period of time.

Make sure that the battery pack is firmly attached during opera-
tion. If it is not, the battery pack may come off or camcorder op-
eration may fail because of the poor contact pressure.

To prevent damage to the battery pack when removing, be sure
to firmly hold the battery pack while pressing the release.

Use only SHARP model VR-BLZ9 battery packs with this camcorder.
Use of other batteries may create a risk of fire or explosion.
Before closing the LCD monitor, make sure the battery pack is
properly attached to the camcorder, otherwise the monitor may
be damaged.

Charging the Battery Pack

Attach the battery pack on the camcorder, and
make sure that the Power switch is set to "§1" (off).

Plug the AC plug into a power outlet D, and insert
the DC plug into the DC IN jack of the camcorder @.
+ The "ER/FE(FR)" (POWER/CHARGE (RED)) in-

dicator lights up red. PP " E
A\ @
a ,/D (POWER/

‘. l CHARGE
. (RED))
S ] ﬁ\ indicator
&/

@‘ —— AC plug S

O

To power outlet

DC IN jack |

\\ DC plug

+ The "EiR/FTE(FR)" (POWER/CHARGE (RED)) in-
dicator turns off when the battery is charged.

3 Remove the DC plug from the DC IN jack, then
remove the AC adapter from the power outlet.

Notes:

e Charge the battery pack between 10°C and 30°C. The battery
pack may not charge properly at temperatures too low or too
high.

¢ The battery pack and AC adapter become warm during charg-
ing. This is not a malfunction.



Notes:
e BEFORE REMOVING THE DC PLUG, ALWAYS STOP RECORD-

Powering the Camcorder from an AC Outlet

You can also power the camcorder from a power outlet by ING OR PLAYBACK AND TURN THE POWER OFF.
using the supplied AC adapter. Removing the DC plug while shooting or during playback may
damage the tape by causing it to wrap around the video head
1 Make sure that the Power switch is set to "#]" drum or destroy the card, rendering it unreadable and unwritable.
(Off). e Disconnect the AC adapter from the camcorder if you will not

use the camcorder for a long period of time.
i "EiR/FEE(R)" (POWER/
2 Plug the AC plug 'T“O a CHARGE (RED)) indicator
power outlet 1, and insert
the DC plug into the DC
IN jack of the camcorder

®@.

—

3 Hold down the Lock button and set the Power

switch to "#&%2" (camera) or "B&" (playback).

* The "EiR/FE(FR)" (POWER/CHARGE (RED)) indi-
cator lights up green.
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Selecting English for the On-screen Display

The On-screen display language can be set to English.
This function can be used in all modes.
The following explains “Tape Playback mode” as an example.

1 Hold down the Lock button and set the Power
switch to "B&" (playback).

Bive 2 oBE

Press the "XZa—" (MENU) button to display
the menu screen.

AZa- ESFERS
1+2

196

4 Press the center of the Operation button or [>.

ZDfDERE]

K 3175

Press /\ or V to select "S55%IR" (language),
then press the center of the Operation button.
» The language selection screen appears.

Z DI
e

Press /A or V to select ENGLISH, then press
the center of the Operation button.

, LANGUAGE
HAE
-

Press the "XZa1—" (MENU) button to turn off
the menu screen.



Turning the Power On/Off

This camcorder includes functions for use as both a video
camera for recording and playing back images on tapes and
as a digital still camera for recording and playing back still
images on cards. One of the following camcorder modes
needs to be set before starting any operation.

Power switch
OFF

I
Camera — 9 — Playback
mode . ih mode

Media Selection switch

Jo}— Lock
button

B Camcorder modes (To turn the power on)

Tape Camera mode

For recording motion and still im-

ages on a tape.

@ Set the Media Selection
switch to €.

@ Hold down the Lock button
and set the Power switch
to "#R&" (camera). "B&" (playback).

Card Camera mode Card Playback mode

For recording still images on a card. For playing back still images re-

@ Set the Media Selection corded on a card.
switch to 3. @ Set the Media Selection

@ Hold down the Lock button switch to (3.
and set the Power switch @ Hold down the Lock button
to "i&&" (camera). and set the Power switch to

"B&" (playback).

Tape Playback mode

For playing back or editing motion

and stillimages recorded on a tape.

@ Set the Media Selection
switch to 3.

@ Hold down the Lock button
and set the Power switch to

Notes:

¢ To turn the power off, set the Power switch to "t]" (off) with-
out pressing the Lock button.

e Do not change the camcorder mode by operating the Media Selection switch
during recording or playback, as this may cause damage to the tape or card.
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the camcorder, then slide

and hold the cassette

compartment door release

as you open the cassette

compartment door.

« After confirmation sound,
the cassette holder extends
and opens automatically.

Insert a commercially
available Mini DV cassette
fully with the window fac-
ing outwards, and with the
erasure protect tab facing
upwards.

Press the “PUSH/1#EY”

mark gently until the

cassette holder clicks

into place.

* The cassette holder re-
tracts automatically.

Cassette compartment
door release

Inserting and Removing a Cassette
| Inserting

1 Attach the power source to

4 Wait for the cassette
holder to fully retract.
Close the compartment
door by pressing its cen-
ter until it clicks into
place.

Perform step 1 above, then take out the cassette.

Notes:

e Do not try to close the cassette compartment door while the cas-
sette holder is extending or retracting.

* Be careful not to get your fingers caught in the cassette holder.

Do not apply force to the cassette holder except when pressing

the “PUSH/# 9™ mark to close it.

Do not tilt the camcorder or hold it upside down when you are

inserting or removing a cassette. It may damage the tape.

Remove the cassette if you will not use the camcorder for a long

period of time.

e If you do not correctly close the cassette holder in step 3, the

cassette protection mechanism of the camcorder might eject the

cassette. If this happens, repeat the insertion procedure.

Do not attempt to pick up the camcorder by the cassette com-

partment door.

If the battery power is too low, you may not be able to eject the

cassette. Replace the battery pack with a fully charged one.

® You can only use Mini DV cassettes. Large DV cassettes cannot
be used. Be sure to use Mini DV cassettes with the "IN mark.



Easy Camera Recording on Tape in Full Auto Mode

Available mode: Media Selection Press the Record Start/Stop button to begin

Tape Camera recording.
4444
REC
Power Note:
Record Start/Stop button - switch » Before recording an important scene, please perform the re-
1 Remove the lens cap. cording test, then playback to check if the scene was recorded
properly. If noise occurs, use a commercially available clean-

ing tape to clean the video heads.
2 Set the Media Selection

A
switch to 3. [} Maximum continuous recording and actual record-
ing times in Tape Camera mode

3 Hold down the Lock button and set the Power

. npE s Max. continuous Actual
switch to "#R&" (camera) . Battery - _—
. ) recording time recording time
» The camcorder is now ready to record (Recording pack
Standby mode) LCD closed | LCD open | LCD closed | LCD open
y ' =1 R VR-BLZ9 135 120 65 60
PAUSE

Note:

¢ Using the zoom and other functions or turning the power on
and off frequently will increase power consumption. This may

2004 result in a decrease in the actual recording time compared to

:00AM the maximum continuous recording time listed above.

77

Lock button

Note:
e |f “AUTO” is not displayed at this time, set the camcorder to Full

Auto mode. 1 99



Tape Playback

Available mode:
Tape Playback

The LCD monitor screen func-
tions as a handy playback
monitor. Nothing needs to be
connected, allowing instant on-
screen playback with the sound
through the built-in speaker.

Media Selection
switch

Power
Operation button  gwitch
Set the Media Selection switch to 6@, and set
the Power SW|tch to "B&" (playback)

OB
~ Lock button
Press <] (or[>) on the Operation
button to rewind (or fast forward) @
the tape to the desired point.
lls
A
e
Note:

3 Press /\ to begin playback.

e |f you press the Record Start/Stop button in Tape Playback mode, the “II”
mark appears and the camcorder enters Recording Standby mode. If
you do not intend to record, press V to turn the “Il” mark off, then press
/\ to begin playback. This will ensure your previous recording is not
erased.

H To stop playback <§>
200 PressV. 3 [

Volume Control

Available mode:

Tape Playback
When the camcorder is in
Tape Playback mode, push
the Volume control to the
VOL + or - VOL side to in-
crease (1) or decrease @
the volume.
The volume level indicator
will appear on the LCD screen during adjustment only. Once
the Volume control is released, the volume level indicator
will disappear shortly afterwards.

Available mode:
Tape Playback
The still function allows you to pause in Tape Playback mode.
During Tape Playback, press /\ on the
Operation button.

A
To return to normal playback, press /\ oY n

again.

Volume

VOLUME
HEENOO00 control

Decrease 4™ Increase

Notes:

® The sound is off in Still mode.

e To protect the tape, the camcorder automatically returns to nor-
mal playback if it is left in Still mode for more than 5 minutes.



Inserting and Removing a Card

You can use an SD Memory Card or a MultiMediaCard for
storing still images.

1 Make sure that the Power switch is set to "t]"
(off).

2 Open the card slot cover.

Card slot cover

3 Insert a card into the slot as
shown below, and push it in
fully.

Clipped corner

4 Close the card slot cover securely.

Perform steps 1 and 2 above, push the
card and release slowly . Then pull the
card straight out @ as shown below.

Notes: ~

e You can use only the SD Memory Card or the MultiMediaCard.

e The supplied card is preformatted for immediate use.

¢ Do not remove the card from the camcorder while recording
data on the card (<1 indicator flashes during recording). This
may delete the recorded image or damage the card.

¢ You cannot insert or remove the card when using a tripod.

About the Write-protect Switch

SD Memory Card has a write-protect switch. When the switch
is set to the locked position, you cannot record/delete data
or format the card. Set it to the unlocked position to record/
delete data or format the card.

Back view

Unlocked position

Locked position

201
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Card Recording

Available mode:

Card Camera
You can take a still picture in the same way as you do with a
standard camera and record that i |mage on the card.

"I K Power
(PHOTO) button — Zoom
‘\ control

Media —2
Selection Power
switch switch

Insert a card into the camcorder (see page 201).
Remove the lens cap.

Set the Media Selection switch to [=.

Hold down the Lock button and set the Power
switch to "#&&2" (camera).

» The picture from the lens now displays.
Number of shots taken/remaining
I

©E

Lock button

5 W N =

5 Adjust the Power Zoom contrdi td frame the
subject as you desire.

Press the "7#K" (PHOTO) button half-way

down to focus on the subject.

» The camcorder automatically focuses on the subject.
When it is set, you will hear a sound and see & mark
with green light, then the camcorder locks the focus.

» When camcorder locks out of focus, €83 mark lights up yellow.

77t 28
9/
NORM

B
7
=
=
i

Press the "Z=xk" (P
recording.

o 4

+ The &1 indicator flashes red while data is being recorded
on the card, and returns to white when recording completes.

» To record another image, release the "7+ K"
(PHOTO) button and make sure the picture is not fro-
zen in the monitor, then perform steps 6 and 7.

Notes:

* Recording under the light of a fluorescent, mercury, or sodium lamp
may cause flickering in the image and, depending on the timing of
the shot, may result in changes to color hue in the image.

e Set the BEEP menu item to “OFF” to turn off the focus locking sound.

¢ Do not turn the power off or remove the card while the ©J
indicator is flashing in step 7.

HOTO) button fully to begin

=]

paN
[1280]
9/11
NORMAL




Card Playback

Available mode:

Card Playback
You can play back and view
still images recorded on a
card on the LCD monitor.

Media Selection
switch

Operation button

Set the Media Selection switch to 3.

switch

—h

Hold down the Lock button and set the Power

Image Ifile name

= '100-0001' a

<>SELECT) IMGS @FULL®MULT I

switch to "B4£" (playback).

« The images recorded on the card are displayed in a thumbnail format.

Sol~alZ]
¢

7)

Lock button

move the selec- 1 2
.
tion frame to the €, D O
. : L™ T |
desired image. S D I
- Each time you press F Nid i
<,>>, AorV,the se- o T
lection frame moves AVarSELECT INGOFULLeMULTT

as shown on the right.

a

NORIA
AY<»SELECT IMGOFULL «MULTI

100-0010

Page number/total thumbnail pages

3 Press <|,[>, A or V on the Operation button to

¢ Holding down <lor > increases the speed of motion of the selection frame.

Press the center of the Operation button.
» The selected image displays in full-screen.

Playback image
— number/number of
recordings

T Picture quality
indicator

Available Operations during Full-screen Display

* You can display the full-screen picture of the previous or

next image by pressing <l or >.

» When holding down <l or >, you can search through the images on
the card. The search can be very fast, so it is recommended that
the on-screen indicators be turned on to display the image number.

» To return to a thumbnail of the images, press the cen-
ter of the Operation button again.

Notes:

® You can also set in the mode screen to display the images in full screen or thumbnails.

e Depending on the amount of data for the recorded image, the
picture quality indicator displayed during playback may not match
the picture quality setting used during recording.

* The images bigger than 1280 x 960, e.g. images recorded on
other equipment, display as thumbnails, not full screen.

e Do not play back any card storing a defective image (with noise and distor-
tion) created on other equipment. If you mistakenly play back data on such a
card, set the Power switch to OFF, remove, and never use it with this camcorder.
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Useful Features

Operation button

Media Selection
=S switch

"SRR / 5 Power switch
(DISPLAY/SETTING) button

H Operation button
Use the Operation button to se-
lect and set the desired setting.

"R/ E" (DISPLAY/SETTING) button
Each time you press the "&RRtR/zR7E" (DISPLAY/SETTING)
button, the screen changes as shown below.

e The example screens shown are for Tape Camera mode.

= 2

=

=
PAUSE PAUSE

—_

AUTO
60min

Using the Mode Screens

In the mode screens, you can adjust the camcorder settings
by using the Operation button.

1 Set to the desired camcorder mode by using the Media
Selection switch and the Power switch (see page 197).
* Steps 210 4 show how to change the SCENE MENU setting in Tape Camera mode.

2 Press the "RiRUJiR/5%
E" (DISPLAY/SET- sanmz

TING) button until the i
mode screen appears. | L/ BLE/EAN
JAVZ2 4l
3 Press \/ or A on the Op-
eration button to select the 1o
desired mode item (SCENE @E sTogRogus
MENU), then press the cen- %/G2) e .o

)

ter of the Operation button.

4 Press \/ or A to select the
desired mode setting T
(DUSK), then press the cen- @}) BLEGATN"
ter of the Operation button. “/QZ%

M To turn off the mode screen
Press the "&tlit/s3E" (DISPLAY/SETTING) button.

Note:
e |tems that are not selectable are grayed out.



Using the Menu Screens

Operation button
Media Selection
\\

switch

Use the menu screens to
adjust the various
camcorder settings.

"AZa—"
(MENU) button

Power switch

1 Set to the desired camcorder mode by using the Media
Selection switch and the Power switch (see page 197).
« Steps 2 to 5 show how to change the DGTL ZOOM menu setting in Tape Camera mode.

2 Press the "X=a-—" P %Il';lé START
(MENU) button to dis- B TA%e Spern b
play the menu screen. SR

Note:

* The menu screen does not appear during recording.

3 Press Vor Aonthe 44 i
Operation button to @(@ e i
select the desired “ v
menu screen (i),
then press the center of the Operation button.
» You can press >, instead of the center of Operation

button.

START

P
AUTO

4 Press VorAtose- 4o '_H'é
lect the desired menu z,((@ 2
item (DGTL ZOOM), “¥% E rervau
then press the center
of the Operation button.
 You can press I>, instead of the center of the Opera-
tion button.

5 Press V or A to select the desired menu set-
ting (40), then press the center of the Opera-
tion button.

DGTL ZOOM [¥i]

* You can press <, instead of the center of the Opera-
tion button.

» To adjust another menu item, press V or A to select
“RETURN” and press the center of the Operation
button, then perform steps 3 to 5.

H To turn off the menu screen
Press the "XZa—" (MENU) button.

Notes:

e Certain menu items are common to all camcorder modes. If the
BEEP menu item, for example, is set to “OFF” in Tape Camera
mode, it will be automatically set to “OFF” in other modes.

e The menu screen automatically turns off if no settings are made
within 5 minutes.

* |tems that are not selectable are grayed out.
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